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FIRST SCHOOT, LESSONS.  WIRST COMMUMION . HARVEST TIME, WIRST TRIP ABROAD ,
I AM GROVING VERY FAT , 1923 - 1924

Compulsory school age started in the autumn after the 6th birthday. Private
tuition was allowed but state school exams had to be passed at the end of the
Achool year, ne day — I think I was not yet 6 — Mother made me it at the
big dining table, It was covered by a heavy rug when not used for meals.

She took a bowl of wafinuts from the side board and started to introduce me
to the rudimentary secrets of arithmetics. I was fascinated and I think

I made reasonahle progress at this first formal lesson and at subsequent ones.
After the end of the first lesson mother looked particularly serious and
thoughtful, though pleased with my <eenness to learn, Had she then thought
that this was the beginning of her son's car ger which one day will take me
away l'rom her ?

Iater I was given a black slate board woth a wooden frame and chalks. As I
always spoke German at home I learncd the German Gothic script which was

then genera!ly used for writing and . printing. This is rather spiky and
consists of thick down and thin up strokes for which chalk is ideal, Yor
instance m is /44 . The first exercise consisted of rows of thin up strokes
7/ 7/ / and the second of thick down strokes | | i

“hen T was six I had a proper teacher. She was - at least in my eyes -

quite elderly. She was tall,slim, of upright bearing, her head crowned with
a complicated hut untidy coiffure,wearing blouses with frills and a white
chozer. In my wmemory her apparel was of a general yellow appearance. She

had been teaching in many places and she told me once a gruesome story

but which fortunately had a happy ending. She was in Istanbul where at certain
times of the year a strong Adriatic wind,the scirocco, is blowing. For the
convenience and safety of pedestrians,cords are strung along the main streets
to hold onto. There was a sudden gust and she lost grip of the cord and

felt hers&lﬁflonting upwards into the direction of the wind-lashed Hay:mara
ses a la “iary Poppins., Fortunately a powerfully built 'l'urk ,noticing her
float by,grabbed her round the legs and brought her safely down to earth.
Yhether Wraulein Nauter - that was the name of my levitating teacher -

was an unsuilible paedagogue or whether there were other reasons ghe

wAs sooﬁ$ychangnd for a "r. Meiner who taught at a nearby Jewish school.
hereas "raulein Rauter had all the social graces of the time and could hold
her own against anybody, "r. Feiner was s0 deferential to my parents and even

to me that il was quite irritating. He was a short man ,wore dark suits and
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a hat and moved noiselessly like a cat, Though he sported no b=ard, he constant-
ly caressed his chin with his hand in a shy manner, He also smelled but he was

a jood teacher., :

At the end of the school year I had to sit for my first exam. There was no
suitable German school in Pieétany and we were directed to take the exam in
Brno, capital of *oravia., So in June 1924 mother and I travelled there by train,
I have absolutely no recollection of the hotel or any other dotails. On the
morning after our arrival we went to the appointed school. The day was quite an
ordeal for me., Wirst of all to be dressed in clean things, secondly to meet the
form master who.. fortunately turned out to be jovial and friendly,thirdly to

be tzren into the class room which appeared enormous to me, fourthly to be stared
at by .wany pairs of eyes, lifthly to be left without mother amongst a class of
totally strange brats and lastly to ;o through the tribulations of the exam
itself ,which I passed.

The next yenr Mr. ¥eincr continued to teach me and Anni too.

Therr was a subject called HEIMATXKUNDE or knowledye of one's country and included
a 1liltle national history, Masnryk was President then, In fact he became Presi-
dent for 1ife. “hen :'r, Peiner mentioned his name his voice became even more
defornntialthanusual and somewhat adulatory ,almost like mentioning Jehova.lle
lowersd his voice, almost to a whisper as if talking about an intimate friend
with whom he was on fasiliar terms. It impressed me no end to have such an
apparent good friend of ine President as my teacher,

At the end of the second school year,mother, Anni and I travelled to Brno again,
e had the sane school, the same form master and nll went vell for Anni and me,
I =ust have been about 7 when I toos my first comiunion, because I could already
irite, T was preparcd by a priest, but can't rensmhe~ his name nor what he loo-
ked like. The day ol the comuunion was an othcr ordeal.l had a white _arment on

and A White sils ribbon tied to my left arm in a bow. I carried a candle and

o

o

clagped & piece of paper onto which I had written all my sins, I had woriied
on this for d=ys.I ~lso put down how often I had prrpetrated each of my sins.
I could'nt thint of any vorthwhile bi;; sin to confess and that worried me,
Another worry was th:t one is not allowed to eat or drink from midnight on
communion dny . until after the comrmnion, Hot to have breakfast was not the
worry but could T possibly avoid swallowing water when cleanin my teeth ?
Yet another worry is that it is forbidden to chew the consecrated wafer with
ones teeth.T practiced picking up morsels of bread and propel them with my
ton;ue into tihe throat without using ny teeth. I had also asked forgiveness

i : a1 ibed .
from my prrents and others against whom I had sinned as was prescribed for
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pious penitents,

At last I was in church.It was thronged with: first communicamts in white and °
their parents, mo~tly peasants in colourful Sunday bests An aura of garlic and
sweat hansing over the con;regation and minglirg with the incence from the bur—
ners, It was my turn to kneel in the confessional and read out my inumerable
sins ,followed by a declaration of true repentance.I was leflt off lightly with
two or three "Our Wathers" and an equal number of "Ave i'arias", Holy communion
went off better than anticipated and without the teeth touchin;; the wafer. Af<
terwards at home I was the centre of attention from wellwishers. I think I was
given a little coloured picture of Jesus by the priest who prepared me as a me—
mento, :

hen T was T of 8 father took me often by car to Madunice where I spent hours
in the stables,walking in the fields and at harvest time watching the threshing
machine, “y desecription of Madunice and the farm in chapter 9 is based largely
on my impressions and observations of those years,

I havémentioned alrcady that for the harvest 50 - 0 hands were hired from the
pooref hill regions. In the spring the foreman of the labour gang came south
to negotiate deals with the farmers. He was told thehcreazv to be harvested

and other relevant details and a price was agreed. In addition we provided
accomnodation in a stable or barn,cooking facilities and fuel, washing facili-
ties and lavatories, basic foo@jhtuffs auchins meat, flour, lard sugar,salt.

If rain delayed harvestins the gang did not suffer. It was lelt to the foreman
how many people he wanted to brin&along.lt included women,sone of whom worked
in the ficlds wiiile othrrs did the cooking and housé;keeping. Scythes,sickles,
hone-stones, binder twine snd pitch forks we provided as well as the larger
machinery and traction aninals,

Harvest generally stsrted on or aboul the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul which
is on June 29th.This was »1so the day when schools broke up for the swmnner vae
cations, “irst oata (of which we ;réw but little),then barley and finalljwheat
vas cut. I? we had some rye that was usually the 1l:st one to be cut.

There was a charmin . tradition at the beginnin, ol the harvest. ¥ather and I

vard nnd drove with the bailiff in a horse-

o

alvays left the car at the faru[
drawn carriage to the fields, Karol,the coachman,sitting hi h in front and proud
of his chorge, ™here was plenty of time for the workers to watch our approach.
When we atepped oul ol th - carriage two of the prettiest usirls dressed saucily
in colourful finery with " ribbons on their bodices and in their hair,
et us ond tied to our left arms a bunch of wheat/barley ears,poppies, corn -

“lowers and other Flowers with a colourful ribbon,wishin; us the blessings of



God and a zood harvest. Father replied and gave them a banknote or two.

A much more elaborate cefemony was held at the end of the harvest which

I am dscribin; in chapter 16.

On fine days work started at about 5 am and went on until sunset, Workers

took = it in turns,some sleeping a few hours during the midday heatA1]arrange—
ments were left to the foreman in consultation with our bailiff,

10 - 15 men Tormed a sta.gered line ,each cuttin: a swatheof wheat or barley.

I can still remenber the sound of the swish of scythes and the rustling of

the falling siraw,Behind each man was a woman whose tas< it was to pick up

with her sickle the cut straw and tie a binder twine round it forming a sheaf.
This was either left lying or several sheaVi$ were formed into upright stooks.
This was a bacik-breaxing Jjob for the women, :
Hioh- ided wagons drawn by two oxen were uced to load the shealésS on,¥or harvest
worw the sides of the wagons were broad ladders. They could be exchanged

with hoards when carting potatoes or sugarbeet. About 20 ol these wagons

were nsed to collet the sheav@Sand cart them to a threshins machine, Vil-

lage boys handled the oxen,Yhe wagons,their wooden wheels and iron loops.

the yoker,lodders ete, were maintained by us in our smithy sand workshop
duaring the winter months, fhe sheaVé were pitched high onlo the wagsons and
carted at snail's prce to a corner of the field and lifted directly into

the threshing: machine, Yhe throshinﬁsite was choren to be as far as possible

3 \mr'} - - . ' - [§%] S
roin the Caruan’ village in ease the atraw caught f{ire. The threshing

taciile conﬁir%ed of of a astearen;ine which provided the power via a long
‘leather belt approyimateiy 5 " wides i the actual thresher

and the elevator which lifted the threshed straw omto a rick. Yhe elevutor

was driven by o short leathor belt froa the thresher The height of the elevator
was 2o justable and was gradually lifted as the rick grew taller, The steam
enine could nobt propel itself, It needed three pairs .of horses to move

it. M thresher needed two or three pairs and the elevator one pair o hories.
Tt took about twn days to move the whole tackle from one site to anotheor and
to get it into working 00nﬂitim%h;1iu. anl had to be carted to the engine

and there were enerally two wooden barrel - shaped water tanks mounted each on
four wheels and drawm each by a pair of oxen to serve one cngine with:

water, Such a wooden tonikk is discernible in photo 58. One tink was placed
nevt Lo the en ine to feed the boiler. It had a small tap to fill enamel-

led bnekets, A youns min or woman walked -onlinuously anongnt the workers

and save them water in a wmug to quench their thirist or they pourcd water over
their heads and arms to cool them down. The other wooden tank wagon replaced

the firat one when empty and also served as stand-by in cose of a fire when
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the water could be pumped out throigh a rubber hose,
¥eedin; the shealls into the machine was a highly skilled and somewhat dan—
serous jobh ang only a few of the men could do it. Pirst the binder twine
was cut with a short sharp knife by a man behind the feeder-man and the cut
twine was thrown unto a heap as it would cause damage to the machine if it ot
into it. . The feeder-man's job was to introduce the sheavis$ in
regular measured amounts into the drum below as any sudden surge of feed
would cause the drun to stall which could throw off the beli which was highly
dangerous, "he feeder-man's job was the dustiest and most ti¥ing and noisy and
any one man could do it only for short periods before being relieved. It was
danserous becnuse if the foot slipped it could get caught in the fast ro-
tating drum. There were other hazards such as large stones or a forgotten
hone-atone or siclle which could damage the drum,cause it to stop and throw
of " the belt. Any damage to the drwa meant cleaning the machine by hand
and carryin: out the necessary repairs. We had always 2 - 3 of our skilled
mechsnics on the job to see that all was workin;; smoothly and to carry out
any running repitire, MNormally they carried out routine jobs such as watching
the pressure sru.e on the hoiler and for ever carrying a long necked oil can to
aouirt oil inlo where ver it was needed. In an emergency they worked hard, often
well into ni:ht with the help of large carbide lights.
The wheal/b: "1ny poured out from chutes at one end of the threshing machine.

3 or even / woiien were kept busy to hook jute sacks underneath the chutes,
“hen full, the sackes wore unhooked,weighed, . . Hiedup vwith string
and loaded by a men onto a waiting horse drawn cart. As soon as a cart was

full of sacks it drove off and another empty car took its place.
Very 1i,ht and damaged grains came out of a2 chute on the side and weed seeds
and choff from a third chute.

iresizfast was taken by the workers in the field. Yomen carried coffee, smoked
chunks ol white lerrd and hread which they had buknd‘thnmnelvos'to them,
Toaves were circular, perhaps 10 - 12 " in diameter. All work stoppedva} noon,
the ai;snal beiny a whictle blown by our forewan,who at that time was ZI7ZKA

f pronounced Znishka), 'lore oabout him below. Women or children =

carried lunch in ensmelled pots of which generally 3 were

stacked in a container with a handle on top. They also had

brousht bread and cometimes fruit or tomatoes or cucumbers

in & linen bundle which also served as table cloth, Soup

(1entil, bean, potato) followed by goulash or stew or dump-

lings with potatoes and ‘or vegetables,all nicely hot were typical

menues. The workers rested in the shade of trees and then fell asleep. Absolu-
te silence reigned for a while, particularly marked and welcome after the hum
michine .The nun blazed down and the air quivered in the heat.

ol the threshing
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After one hour the whistle went and the machine started up again,shattering
the silence,

ol N was .

To return to Zizka who for many years our resident foreman.{ewganative of
“"adunice, T don't now whether this was his real name or whether he was so
called because he resembled the helligerent medieval leader of the llussites

of that name. Our min, about 55 - 60, had a massive body with a gisantic paunch
protruding in a fine arc above the belt holding up his trousers. He had a
larse bushy moustache drooping; at both ends and a greasy hat on his round
skull, ki%kﬂ was a comnanding sight,much respected by the men and by father,
In discunsing the work,a proper line of command was obsérved. Yather talked

to the b2ilii'f whose responsibility it was to pass on the word via our foreman
to Lhe workers or il the hired harvesi workers were concerned than via their
Foremnn. wather apoke, however,directly to the chief mechanic, Conversation
was in Slowvak,

Jmoiing was etrictly Corbidden, The spnrks fron the tall chimney of the engine
ver an unavoidable risk and any fire caused occasionally was quickly put out
with wnter Trom the woolden tanks, On one occasion father and I approached a
threshin,; site on foot and ;iika crmie to meet us with his slow and ponderous
Sail when one ol the woien shouted "Uncle %i%ka you're on fire", Indeed we

saw sa0ke codding, out of his pocket, Ie quickly retrieved a long stemmed pipe
over which o muglul of water was poured by a guick-witted woman. Mothing wasg
aaid about it at the time but no doubt the bailitf reprimanded éiika severely
alter our departure,

Up to aboul then I h:d never ventured out o: the house alone. I was perhaps

T when I was cenb on an errant to a nearuy shop by variSka. 1 remember being

a little Frichtened but after a few times out in the street alone I became
bolder and did'nl wmind any longer.

Jdy fivst trip abroad was in the sunmer of 19723%. YWe wenﬂto Swinemiinde on the
faltic ea., This 1s the =pot wvhere today the horder atarts between Yest and
Mast ‘lermany. Swinemunde is about halfway between ¥iel and Danzig (now Gdansk
in Polsnd), Tt too% two nichts for Mpther, Anni, nanpy and I to travel via
Prasue and terlin to reach our destinniion. Jean did not come with us, presu-
mably she was concidered too young. YWe were away for two or three weeks, father
Joinin;; us for the 1last days as it was in Llhe middle of harvest time.

vie ntnyed irb cmall hotel or ;uest house in a strtet near the beach. There was
an enorisous ntretch of white clean sand and a gently shelving bench,safe forx
children.thin was my first experience of the sea. I can't remember mﬂn*dgtails

eYQQPt%% ceneral feeling of sand,se - and pleasure. Both men and women had to
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wear black swimsuits which covered the body except for the arms and the legs

below the knee. One day people ran to a spot near the water and there was

great commotion. I have never discovered why but think that either Some-

one had drowned, or nearly drowned or that someone's shoulder-strap had

come loose. Another occasion I remember was when father took me to gn open

air cafe, Mother and Anni were not with us, I ate an enormous portion

of strawberries with whipped cream, When we finished Father paid the

waitress which astonished me no end. It had'nt occurred to me until then

that it was necessary to pay in restaurants. I also remember that at the

place where we stayed they served from time to time cold German soups

such as cherry soup.

On the way back we stopped for a night in a Berlin hotel. The only thing

I remember clearly was an enormous elephant in the zoo. I was familiar
with cattle and horses but never dreamt that an animal could be

quite so huge,

The trip had been undertaken to provide healthy, fresh air, sea water

and sunshine and also fun and pleasure., It had a curious effect on me:

my body started to swell. At first it was thought to be a good thing to

put on a little extra weight. But weeks after our return home my girth

continued to expand.and quite rapidly at that. It was thought that I was

suffering from some glandular malfunctioning, possibly induced by the

iodine or other sea element. Ndpne knew, however, whether there was

any connection between my stay in Swinemunde and my developing obesity.

It had a debilitating effect on me for years.

dfter I started to attend schoolrl was physically handicapped at FE

and was teased by my fellow pupils. I was taken to several doctors

including to rrofessor Biedl, a well known endocnhologist, in Vienna.

Dieting and exercises were only palliatives. I could already cycle,

Any exercise caused me to sweat profusely, kxhibit 49 was taken im Dec 23

after our return from Swinemﬁnde. It shows how fat I got in comparison

with exhibit 46, It appears that I wore the same suit in both photos

but it almost burst at the seams in 49.

1 forget the year when mother took me to the Weisser Hirsch in the

vicinity of Dresden but 1 must have been 13 or 14. Fhis was a health

sanatorium wher{ I was treated to reduce weight. 1 was on a strict diet,

did lots of exercises and every morning underwent a water tratment.

This consisted of powerful hot and cold water jets being alternatively

directed from a hose onto my naked and aching body as a sort of massage.
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It gave Mother and me the opportunity to explore JDresden: the cathedral,
the Zwinger with its wonderful collection of paintings, including Raffael's
famous Mary and Child and the old streets and squares which were virtually
destroy ed by bombing in the last war.

My obesity was a great worry to my parents and I certainly suffered from
its debilitating effect. I don't think it was ever discovered what was
wrong with me,

It was not until I was about 17 years old that I regained more or less

my former shape. I have, however, retained a somewhat oversized paunch

ever since,

- 88 -



49. Taken in December 1923. I was 63,
amni 5% and Jean just over 3 years

old., Note how fat I am.
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Bratislava from the right bank of the Danube. I received
this card in 1966. The view is almost exactly as I . remember
ity Since then the castle has been repaired and roofed over
and a new bridge built and a road from the bridge running
on the left of the cathedral spire and along the shoulder

of the castle hill.
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