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BIRKIN FAMILY TREE IS September 1983
Boar., Wilkia

PIease find enclosed your nersonal copy of the Birkin
family tree, which reflects the stote of my research into the family's
history a2s =t September 1983, The research was carried out by myself
during the Summers of 1082 and 19833, Places of search have included
the General Register Office, Tublic Record Office and Guildhall
Library in London and the Essex Record Office at Chelmsford. The
primary documents consulted have included census returns, parish
registers and wills.

The Tree necessarily reflects oﬂiy those facts which are
certain. Thus it will be seen that many dates of birth which are yet
T~ be ascertained are indicated by two or sometimes three years
(divided by = strokxe: / ). I have arrived at these years by extra-
nolation backwards on the basis of the evidence contained in the
census returns. These figures - which a»npear weak in your copy -

are in pencil in my master cony of the Tree. It is anticipated that.
you will be able to snopa%e over these dates or otherwise amend them
when definite d=tes have been established.

Standard genealogical abbreviations have been used.
Thus b.=born; bav.=bantized; m.=msrried; bur.=buried; d.=died;:
da.=daughter; dtd.=dated; pr.=proved.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you think any
detzil of the Tree is incorrect.

One of the most interesting documents I have discovered
is the will of Samuel Birkin (died 1£37). From it I was able to
confirm that he was the father of Williarm Birkin and to discover
the details -~ inecluding, in s me cases, the trades - of the latter's

siblings.

I have recently been rese~rching Sanuel Birkin's parent-ge.



There are many useful clues and I am well on the way to pushing back

the femily history by at least one more generation. In this connection,
there is some evidence that the smelling 'Burkin' was in parallel use

as an alternative to 'Birkin' in the second half of the eighteenth
century. One examnle is from the records of Samuel Birkin's msrriage

to Charlotte Anthony of Kelvedon. The entry in the Great Coggeshall
Parish Register recording the marriage uses the srelling 'Burkin'.

In the Kelvedon Parish Rerister (they were married at Kelvedon),

however, we find 'Bir%in', Certainly, S=muel wrote 'Samuel Bir-in'

as his sign~ture in the Felvedon register entry.

It m~y well be th=t you will be able to assist me in my research by
letting me know 211 you can about earlier members of the family. )
In rarticular, you may know of the existence of some of the following:
Family Bible, giving dates of baptism, marriage, burial etec.
Family pnedigree or written account or notes of the family.

fny copies of wills, any diaries, nete books, birthday books,
0’d receint books, account books, tontine or stock and share
certificates, old deeds relating to prorerty, estate maps,

bank books, life assurance policies, a»»renticeshin indentures.

family samplers, funeral cards or bookplestes.
Baptism, marriage, death or burial certificates.

Deeds relating to freeh»1d or leasehold nronerty; receipts
for the upkeer of graves.

i

Letters of past members.

~

The name of the family lawyer, and any marriage settlements.
0ld family nortraits, miniatures or photographs.

Medals =nd decorations. certificates of service in the Army,
Nevy or East India Company. Any family traditions of service
in these forces, any particular resiments with which they
have teen connécted.

Any family traditions of any s wrt whatsoever, e.g. that they

come from such and such & pluacé cor eounty, that they were



(3)
enragred in & partieculsr trade or cecuration.

While on the subject of trade or occupation, the 1851 census return
records that Charlotte and Elizabeth Birkin (Henrvy RBRirkin's elder
sisters) were "tam bor workers." I believe this t» mean "tamnhour
workers" ("tambor" a2nparently being an szlternative spelling). They
would therefore appear to have been engnped in embroidery/lace-meking.
There seems to be a fanily tradition that one of Henry Birkin's
brothers went north (to Nottingham?) to start the (machine-made) lace
industry there. 7You may have specific knowledge of or information on
this subject.

I would 21so mention that some of the unascertained dates can be

readily established (where they are after July 18%7) by reference to

civil registration records. However, certificates of birth, marriage

and death now cost over four nounds each. It may well be that you will
wish to me'ze a smal” contribution - say a couple of pounds - to defray
expenses of this kind. I would add thet obtaining covies of documents
such as wills from the Essex Record Office has nroved narticularly
expensive as they can often only be nhotogranhed (by a snecial machine)
from microfilm copies on aceount of the fragile condition of the originals,

I would hone to be able to call in to see you of a weekend, by arrange-
ment, with a view to showing you these extremely interesting early
documents and discussing our family's history. Please do not hesitate
to get in touch with me.

With Best Wishes,
BN,

STEVEN P. SCHWITZER



