PARTET GROWING UP BETWEEN TWO WARS

"flor the complete life, the
perfect pattern includes old
age as well as youth and matu-
rity" _

W. Somerset Maugham "The Summing

up " 1938 p.73

NINE
MADUNICE NNI AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA ARE BORN 1917 - 1918

After my birth in Vienna I was taken home to Madunice. This was then a
village of perhaps 50 houses,strung along the main road running from

north to south. Barely a mile away to the east and flowing parallel with
the road is the river Vah., Along its banks was mainly pdsture land which
was inundated in the spring. Also about a mile,to the west of the road,
was the important dual track railway line, going south to lIratislava

and beyond to Vienna and to the north to the eastern parts of Slovakia

and to Poland. Only slow trains stopped. The road was dusty in the summer
and muddy in the winter. 'Che houses stood a little distance away from the
road leaving.a broad band of open ground, also dusty or muddy according to
the time of the year. A few acacia and other trees were planted here and
provided a little shade on a hot day to cart-oxen resting here chewing
their cud pensively. In about the middle of the village stood an unpre-
tentious ' Catholic church. Anni and I were christened here. Around the church
the houses were set further back, This area lent itself to a variety
of open air activities including church processions, !The priest's house was on
the west of the road more or less opposite the church, Bubnié was the = in~-
pumbent who ehristened Anni and me ., Later he became bishop and was in-
volved in my parents‘divorce proceedings. There were a few shops, an inn,

a post office and the house of the gendarmes, the country police.

Ihe traditional house was of adobe and thatched but there was an increa-

sing number of brick built houses with tiled roofs. There were no bare




walls. All were plastered and whitewashed or painted in pastel blues,

pinks, yellows and greens every spring. Immediately behind the dwelling
house was a stable, a stox or granary and other farm buildings or sheds,
ll‘ehind these was a narrow strip of land used mAinly for growing vegetables
anﬁ,ir long enoughffor wheat, potatoes or maize. Some of the peasants had
additional. sme=ll fields elsewhere,. 5 s . 9mall front gardens
looked colourful in the summer with tall sunflowers, nasturtiums, geraniums
and other {lowers.

The peasants were largely self-sufficient though if there were too many
mouths to feed in a family or i’ a family was impoverished, one or more
members of the family worked on the road, the railway or for Father but they
all lived at home. Wather employed perhaps 30 - 40, mainly men, all the year
round and more in the summer, As there were not enough hands in the village
{for the havvestrlabour waa hired from the poorer villages in the hilly

north 50 to 100 miles away. ‘hese were called ‘'"hornaks" which means
highlanders and indeed they played a sort of small bagpipe.

There was no electricity until much later but we had a telephone ever since
I remember. Water came from pumps erected over artesian wells, though there
were astill some wells over which there was a tall beanm Te

on top of which a cross beam was [ixed on a hinge. At

N E NN

one end was a bucket which was let down into the well

and the crossbeam allowed the [ull bucket to be lifted

without physical effort. There was no sewerage. ey
Our farm wes at the southern end of the village, west of the road. %e had a
few fields on the east of the road but immediately opposite the farm was
the cemetery. One entered our farm“yard between two big tall columns
which were whitewnshed annually. Atop each colum . were sculftured sheep.
fdee exhibit iO.)%b had no sheep in Madunice but there could have been

some earlier. There was no cate and the yard was thus always wide open.
Beyond the entrance will be seen a large quadrangle completely surrounded
by whitewsshed buildings except at the opposite side where there was a gap
throush which one entered a seoon*quadrangle. The ground was ol compacted
earth and gravel which was dusty or muddy according to the seagons.

On the left,as one entered from the road,was a narrow strip of garden

in front of our house. Shrubs, . . roses and other flowers served

a3 a barrier aﬂéinst the dust., It also attracted greedy cattle with a taste
for tender leaves, much to hbther’s annoyance. Our house was L-shaped. The

shorter bar faced the road and the 102fr one formed part of the quadrangle.



Inside the corner of the L was more garden and a gravelled area on which
stood a polygonal summer house, Its sides were made entirely of green-painted
lattice work, to let through a cool breeze. +t was large enough to accom-
modate a large table and several chairs, Here one had meals on hot days.

A part of the swamer house is seen in exhibit 31. It was taken when 1 was

2 - 3% years old and Anni on her potty perhaps 1.

The living and bed rooms were in front behind the narrow garden and the
kitchenjlarder, laundry and servants' rooms in the long bar of the I.
Adjoining the house were stables which continued half way round the
quadrangle. On the opposite side and on the rignt of the gate in exhibit 30
were fhtherls office, the bailirf's house and granaries which occupied most
of the right side of the yard. The second yard had stables too, including ¢u¢
Tor draft horses, a barn,sheds for agricultural machinery, a large smithy
and work” shop and tall sheds for drying corn cobs. The smithy/workshop
employed 5 — 8 hands all the year round and more in harvest time.

Next to the house and .j>y - the rnrm:fyard ran an unpaved private road

to the railway halt. We had our own sidings there for loading fattened
cattle, sugar beet and potatoes and for receiving machinery and other goods,
Along the main rosid and starting in the front garden was a row of tall
poplars, their leaves rustling melancholically in the brecze., Marther on,
on both: aides of the rond,were fruit trees of which two or three were
#llocated to every family in the village. lFather used to take Molher for
walxs along this aven.e of poplars when she was expecting me. It imust have
been rather cold.

The earth in tfadunice was very fertile,very fine river alluvium. It was
almost black and Aifficult to work when wet. In places it was about 3 ft
deep an?’ thers were no large stones. ‘he land was absolutely flat all round
but hills could be seen in the east beyond the Vah. There are no hedges or
other wind bhreaks and on rare occasions spring winds caused t:inder barley
or maize plants to be obliterated with fine earth and had to be resown.
“heat was the main crop. Rye, barley and a little oats were grown too.
SugAar beet and potatoes were important crops. Alll\crops were grown on a
four—-year rotation system and heavily treated with farm manure, faizecobs

vwere dried in narrow roofed sheds, anprovimately 2 vards wide and 12 yards

high made o' timber lattices which let the wind throush the sides.

a8 amd fuir” .
the peagsants grew a variety of veaetables( mainly for their own use.
They sold the surplus in the town such as n-arby Hlohovec. Favourite
crops were tonatoes, radishes ,ridge cucumbers, lettuces, marrowy, beans,

peas, spinach, cabbage, brussel sprouts,cauliflower$ onions, shallots,
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20. Entrance gate to farm yard in Madunice
taken 1930s. Our house on left, granaries
on right of quadrangle; Tatra car on left,
second yard lef{t back ground

ol I fon et Annil on polity,
Latticed swnmer house in
back in Madunice.
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leeks, chives, parsley,water melons, soft fruit, plums (the favourite jam
was made from plums and was thick and black and could almost be cut with a
knife; it was used as a filling for dumplings, pies and other puddings),
cherries, peaches,asricots, wall nuts, hazelnuts etc. Everything was eaten
according to season., Une looked forward from one year to the other for the
first radishes,the first lettuce, the first tomatoes. During the winter it
was mainly pickled cabbage,often in the form of Sauerkraut,red cabbage,
pickled cucumbers and some winter vegetables.

"here is no particulrr significance in me "beingborn in a Vienna hospital.

It was the best in the area and most other hospitals must have been filled
with war-wounded.I don't know whether father accompanied mother but I am rea-
sonably sure that he would not have let Mother - undertace the journey alone
in winter and under the conditions of war.

In ¥arch ~ 1917 Boris and IFicka came for three weeks to stay in Fadunice
with my parents, I have a description by Macka ahout that visit inh letter
of 3oth Desember 1957 which reveals her humour. I : translatd | lrom
it:"'he centre of the family was the four weeks old Yatyko. Everyone was full
of admiration,nobody was allowed to get near him and nobody was allowed even
to kiss his 1little legs in case a bacillus fell on him, +n the window were
tulip bulbs ~nd every evening Boriska played the Moonlight sonata by candle
light in the unheated ntudy (in Hungarian the word is uri szoba which lite-
r#]ly means the master‘s room)., I have ol'ten heard this gorgeous conata
played by wellfknown‘pianists but never had it such a profound effect on me
than "oriska's sustained use of the loud pedal,hitting wrong notes on the
untuned piano. I looked out across the road. The crosses in the cemetery
gilhonetted against the full moon, I -:shall never forget this mood".

iicka add.. in the same letter that where our house stood and the farm

yards were, there are now new huildings,that ifladunice is twice its original
size and that the only reco:;nisable feature remainin. is the cemetery.

As Borie played the Moonlight gonata under such idyllic conditiond an event
occured hundreds of miles away which changed the world, In St. Peterab irg
(now Teningrad) strikes and riots had broken out on 8th March, the troops
siding with the rioters two days later., On 12th ilarch the Duma, a council
appointed by the Usar, chose a provisional Government against the wishes of
the Nzar who abdicated the following day. (This is called the February revo-

l::tion in the USSR as their calendar is 11 days behind ours.) Kerensky



was a member of the new Government. By May he was war minister (earlier
he had been known as a pacifist) and on 27th July he became Prime Minister.
But the Bolsheviis were determined to topple the provisional Government.
This was elped by the arrival of Lenin whom the Grrmans delivered in a
sealed cattle truck from Switzerland. On 7th November 1917 Kerensky's
(lovernment {ell. Tenin established the "All-Russian Congress of Soviets",
(This is called the October revolution). herens<y fled and died in the
1970s in the USA. His son Oleg was 12 years old (born 1905) then and fled
with his father, He settled in Hnglandf”éave a lecture about these events
Lo the ilizghgate Titerary and Scientific Institute on-28th February 1984 .
He . disd recently.

To my prrents and the middleclass in Austro-tungary these events must
have generated mived feelings. Russia was out ot the war and a separate
peace treaty was signed later in Brest Litovsk. Yet communism in Russia
could prove infectious to othwﬁﬁlavs and other countries, The last thing
1y parents wanted was the establishment of a communist reégimne at home.
Pxhibit 32 shous FuthﬁﬁfMothnr and me at about that time. Wote mother's
long hair,

vy sister Auni was born on 22nd ¥ay 1918, 15 months alfter me, in a
Bratislava hospital. She was christened Anna Terezia. Both Anni and

T had wet nurses. We also had a German nanny called Klarchen, She stayed
several years with us and later looked after Ueorge Polgar,

1918 was nlso the year that Boris got married and exhibit 353 shows hef

as a bride. YWxhibit 34 shows Mother in the sane year,

T wi Libady

1919 was a fateful year for the Central Powers with their fronts collap-
sing. Hungry and angry soldiers in rapgs,emaciated and suffering from
illnesses and injuries returned and law and order broke down, Politi-
cally events moved fast. A month after Anni was born, on June 19th,
“asaryx was roceived hy Fresident Wilson in Washington.On September 3rd the
USA formally recognised the Czechoslovaks as belligerents and the National
Council became the (zechoslovak Government in Exile. There was panic in
Vienna. On October 17th the kimperor Karl,forced by circumstances,iried

to save the Wmpire and p.blished a manifesto providing for four federal
states: a German,a Uzech,an (krainian and a Yugoslav but time was running

out. On the next day the Czechoslovax sovernment appointed Masaryk Prime
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32. Father, mother and I about end 1917

32A. I about same time
ag in 32




3, Boris as bride in 1918.

3
te characteristic lona Lisa smile.
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34, Mother in 1918
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minister, Bened fbreign>ﬁinister and étefanik war Minister; diplomatic
representatives were appointed by the provisional Government to the Allied
capitals. oy now events were going at Dbreakneck speed and on October

28th 1918 the Republic was proclaimed in Prague - a fortnight before the
officinl end of the First World wgr on 1lth November. lasary< arrived in
Tondon from the U3% on2§th November and made a triumphal entry into

Prague on Wecember 1st.,  Already on 29th October the Slovak National Council
had held in Wuréiansky Sv, Martin in northern Slovakia,'a decisive meeting
and as a resullt the Slovaks made common cause with the Czechs. étefanik,

an air force officer, was still busily organising Czech and Slovak armed
forces in Italy. He didn't fly back to Bratislava untii HMay 1919, A vast
crowd awaited him at the airport. In sight of the airport and waiting €rowd
he was killed when his aircraft crashed. This event, coupled with his
delayed return had given rise to rumour that he was shot down deliberately
but evidence had not been produced to support this view. ‘hus the Slovaks
were deprived o4 a representative in the Prague cabinet. A larger than life-si2ek
statue of his was later erected on a square near the DNanube in Bratislava,
Thiz was destroyed when the Communists came to power,

Imperor Yarl, who had abdicated in 1918,died in exile in 1921, His wife
Zitn’ﬂﬂ Ttalian princess, lived in exile, mostly in Italy and died recently.
They had 8 children., Otto,the oldest was born in 1911. They were all exiled
too. Dtto is currently living in 'Munich and is an P for the HBuropean
Parliament.

It was an unhappy famil?: one committed suicide, one was murdered in Sara-
jevo, l'ranz Josef's wife i“lisabeth was murdered in Geneva. There is a fine
life-~sized statue of her in a little well.kept garden on the shore of the
lake in "lontreux,

The world had collapsed for my parents and the old middlecddss to which

they belonged. Iaw and order crumbled as Hungarian gendarmes and officials
fled to ilungary, coausing a vacuum before the Prague Government could restore
order, "In the intervall(writes R.W. Seton-Watson in h@% book "A history

of the !echs and Slovaks", 1943, p. 3?2\“there was a certaiﬂ@nount of
anti-semitic lootins in the small towns of the Vah valley". I don't think
that the motive wns specifically anti-semitic nor was rioting restricted

to the Vah valley. As the Jews were amongst the rich who lived in large

houses and ropresented the largest part of the middleo&iss loyal to ithe old
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regime, it was only natural that they were the main target of the infuria-

ted returning soldiers. This little revolution by marauding and looting

gangs was known as the rabovidka which can be best translated as the "looting
spree'",

The earliest recollection 1 have is of the rabovieia in ldadunice. +t must have
been in the autumn of 1918, ¢ reme..ber travelling in the dark of night with
mother, baby Anni and Kldrchen the nanpyin the horse-drawn carriage. Father,

I thinﬁyas noﬁyith us. *he horizon glowed pink from fires of burning property.
something had gone wrong with the pole belween the horses but we sped on
re;ardless. We went presumably to the grand:parents in Hlohovec,

I have anothefi?ggollection but cannot date it. We were travelling in a train
and I was eating a hard-boiled egg which bore black marks from my fingers .

Mother was rather concerned about this lack of hygiene.
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35. Taken spring 1919. I was aboul?2 a}?d am nursed by Klarchen,
Anni barely 1, nursed by cousin Bozsi.
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36, Piestany 1919 about 2} 37. Piestany 1919 about 23
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